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FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
The primary purpose of the Equity and Social Justice Element is to address systemic racism, xenophobia 
and other forms of discrimination and injustice and eliminate and preclude the harm certain groups of 
people face related to access to affordable housing, food and healthcare, as well as educational and 
employment opportunities. Traditionally, this element also addresses the burdens of natural resource 
extraction, pollution, the siting of waste, transportation, workplace hazards, expropriation of land, etc. 
In addition, it is imperative to prevent future inequities by promoting the development and enforcement 
of appropriate laws and policies.  

The Goals, Polices, and Programs below set forth guidelines for key areas of equity and social justice and 
aid the City in addressing related issues. Although these policies and programs will help the City meet 
certain goals, effective environmental justice cannot be achieved by simply adopting a series of 
generalized policies and goals. The approach required is an ongoing commitment to identifying existing 
and potential issues, and then finding and enacting solutions to further lessen injustices to vulnerable 
communities. The City shall strive to achieve fairness and equity in all aspects of physical development 
and civic engagement. 

GOALS, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS 

ESJ Goal 1: The preservation and enhancement of fair and equitable treatment of all people with respect 
to community engagement and representation, access to housing, healthcare and physical activity, 
efficient and accessible transportation, and public and social services in a healthy environment. 

PUBLIC SERVICES AND REPRESENTATION 
ESJ Goal 2: The preservation and enhancement of fair and equitable treatment of all people with respect 
to community engagement and representation. 

Policy 2-1: Maintain an on-going public dialogue that elevats cultural competency by increasing 
community awareness of existing and potential racial and xenophobic bias within the governing 
bodies of the City and other public agencies.   

Policy 2-2: The public is informed and updated on a regular basis of the various programs and 
services related to equity and social justice that the City provides.   

Policy 2-3: The City shall make an ongoing and persistent effort to assure that all residents across 
all population segments feel they are welcome members of the community.  

Program 2.A:  Appoint an Equity and Social Justice Committee comprised of three to five 
community members which periodically meet on equity and social justice issues and 
report annually to the City Council. The Committee may take matters of social justice to 
the City Council as necessary.   
Responsible Parties:  City Manager, City Council, ESJ Committee 
Schedule:  Immediate; On-going. Annual report to Council 
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Program 2.B: Provide information on the City’s website about the various public services 
available in the City regarding food assistance programs, healthcare clinics, youth 
mentoring programs, and other programs that address and help achieve equity and social 
justice. 
Responsible Parties: City Staff 
Schedule: Immediate: On-going 

Program 2.C: Build and enhance partnerships with the City and the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff regarding neighborhood watch programs, non-emergency community 
response teams, and policing that fosters dialogue, familiarity and confidence between 
residents and law enforcement.  
Responsible Parties: City Council; ESJ Committee 
Schedule: Immediate: On-going 

Program 2.D: City Council members shall offer monthly office hours and hold public 
meetings after work hours to incre4asse public participation.  
Responsible Parties: City Council 
Schedule: Immediate: On-going 

Program 1.E: Review and expand the Art in Public Places program to actively seek out 
opportunities to more inclusively represent the diverse population of Twentynine Palms 
in the City’s murals. 
Responsible Parties: Public Arts Advisory Committee 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

HOUSING 
ESJ Goal 3:  A diverse housing stock that provides safe, affordable and accessible home rental and 
ownership opportunities. 

Policy 3-1: The City shall actively participate in and encourage the development of a variety of 
different housing types, such as accessory dwelling units, that may offer more affordable options 
for seniors and for lower income residents.   

Policy 3-2:  Programs shall be identified and developed to help low-income residents with energy 
efficient and other home upgrades that will make housing more  affordable.  

Policy 3-3:  Advocate for greater community understanding of affordable housing options and 
financial literacy and help residents navigate the housing market and seek out pathways to 
sustained homeownership.  

Policy 3-4: Administer the short-term rental market in Twentynine Palms in such a way that 
allows homeowners to benefit from the financial opportunity, but also protects neighborhoods 
from adverse impacts associated with short-term rental properties. 
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Policy 3-5: Enhance the community’s housing stock and economic capacity by expanding 
pathways to better and higher paying jobs.  

Program 3.A:  Pursue and maximize the use of all appropriate state, federal, local, and 
private funding for development, preservation, and rehabilitation of housing stock 
affordable for extremely low, very low, low, and moderate-income households, while 
maintaining economic competitiveness in the region. 
Responsible Parties: Planning  
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

Program 3.B:  Pursue and facilitate homeowner rehabilitation programs and 
weatherization programs funded by government and utility grants, and/or low-interest 
loans. 
Responsible Parties: City Council; Planning 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

Program 3.C:  Provide an online clearinghouse of information about state and county 
homebuying financial aid programs. Host public financial literacy courses that provide 
information about lending, reducing debt, setting financial goals, and navigating the 
affordable housing application process. 
Responsible Parties: ESJ Committee, Planning  
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

Program 3.D:  The City shall evolve and administer the short-term vacation rental market 
responsive to community input and decision-making. 
Responsible Parties: City Council; Planning  
Schedule: Immediate 

Program 3.E:  Facilitate enhance career readiness for all City residents by partnering with 
local community colleges and workforce development agencies to offer job training. 
Assist businesses with long-term leases and understanding city ordinances. 
Responsible Parties: City Council; Economic Development 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

FOOD AND NUTRITION 
ESJ Goal 4:  Nutritious, healthy food that is affordable and accessible to all residents regardless of 
income.  

Policy 4-1: The City shall actively support the development of full-service grocery stores, farmers 
markets, and food assistance programs.    

Policy 4-2: The City shall advocate for nutrition education and facilitate local daytime and 
evening programs, coordinating with Cooper Mountain College, county and state 
agencies, and non-profits.  
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Program 4.A:  Encourage and incentivize convenience stores throughout the City to offer 
healthier food options to customers.11 
Responsible Parties: City Council; Economic Development 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

Program 4.B:  Streamline the approval process for new grocery stores and encourage 
more centrally located development of grocers and organic markets. 
Responsible Parties: City Council; Planning Department 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

Program 4.C:  Expand the City Community Center programming to include classes on 
healthy food preparation and cooking and a community garden program on City-owned 
property. Partner with schools, childcare centers, and affordable housing communities to 
support gardens. 
Responsible Parties: Parks and Recreation 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

Program 4.D:  Support food banks, pantries, and other sources that help provide county, 
state and federal food assistance to low-income resident so that all families, seniors, 
schools, and community-based organizations are able to access, purchase, and increase 
intake of fresh fruits, vegetables, and other nutritious foods, and provide detailed 
information on the City website. 
Responsible Parties: City Staff 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

EDUCATION 
ESJ Goal 5:  All school-age children have access to a high-quality, inclusive and well-rounded education 
from preschool through high school.  

Policy 5-1:  The City shall engage and encourage the school district to recruit, employ, and retain 
more diverse teaching, counseling and administration staff.  

Policy 5-2:  The City shall advocate for the socially disadvantaged student population to ensure 
that disciplinary actions are fair and unbiased.  

Policy 5-3:  The City shall encourage and work with the school district to increase the offerings of 
afterschool activities in the forms of cultural, arts and music, and career training opportunities 
for elementary through high school.  

11 County Health Rankings.org, “Healthy Food in Convenience Stores,” Accessed February 6, 2023, 
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/take-action-to-improve-health/what-works-for-health/strategies/healthy-
food-in-convenience-stores 
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Program 5.A:  Seek opportunities to partner with the Morongo Unified School District to 
share facilities, resources, and volunteer workers for community educational and cultural 
enrichment programs.12   
Responsible Parties: City Council; Planning; Parks and Recreation 
Schedule: Immediate; On-going 

Program 5.B:  Investigate the disproportionate suspension rate of non-White students to 
better understand and disassemble pattern of bias that may exist or arise in the future. 
Responsible Parties: ESJ Committee; City Council 
Schedule: Immediate 

Program 5.C:  Seek opportunities to partner with Copper Mountain College to offer early 
childhood educational training and accreditation for residents interested in operating 
childcare facilities.  
Responsible Parties:   
Schedule: On-going 

TRANSPORTATION 
ESJ Goal 6: City road network that safely accommodates both motorized and non-motorized modes of 
transportation, including biking and walking as safe and attractive forms of transport and recreation 
throughout the City. 

Policy 6-1: The City shall maintain safe roadway corridors throughout the City for biking and 
walking.  

Policy 6-2: Future City development decisions shall prioritize accessibility to and connection with 
amenities pedestrians and bicyclists.  

Program6.A:  Strictly enforce speed limits for motorized vehicles throughout the City and 
enhance the integration of vehicular and multi-modal travel networks in the City.  
Responsible Parties: City Manager, Public Works, County Sheriff 
Schedule: On-going 

Program 6.B:  Apply for federal and state funding to build bike lanes and sidewalks to 
facilitate multi-modal access to all parts of the community, especially, schools, parks and 
commercial services.13  
Responsible Parties: City Council; Planning 
Schedule: On-going 

12 Western City, “Cities and Schools: Playing Well Together Pays Off for Children and Families,” (2014), accessed 
February 6, 2023: https://www.westerncity.com/article/cities-and-schools-playing-well-together-pays-children-and-
families. 

13 CalTrans, “California Awards $1 Billion for Walking and Biking Projects in Disadvantaged Communities, Invests $878 
Million for Transportation Infrastructure,” (December 2022), accessed February 6, 2023: 
https://dot.ca.gov/news-releases/news-release-2022-043. 
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